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| Reeht Honorable, 

CASE Owe more ſcimice to that true lone 
and former acquaintance, which 


I our L9. hath-bcene phad pt 
| Foor me, Es ten yeeres, 


Ba" then to be ſparing or reſeruedin ſa- 
tisfying your Zo. about any doubr 
whatſoeuer, the reſolution whereof, ſhall lie in 
'my power. Congraing that offence, taken by 
many people, both this {ide the Borders, and in 
Scotland, from that clemency, which his Maeſty 
was pleaſed to extend, tothe impriſoned Lay» 


Recuſants of this Kingdome z and my Letter writ- 


ten vnto the /uſtices, for the reigling of the ſame 
(which your Zo. did intimate vnto we yelter- 


day at 44, Heyry Gibbe his houſe , out of-ſome 


newes recciued from 4 Pcere of Scotland) this is 
the plaineſt returze I can make vnro your Zs. 
In the gererall, as the Sunne in the Firmament 


_—_— vnto Us no bigger then a platter, and.,..... 


e farres, but as ſo many nailes in the pom- 
mell of a Saddle, becauſe of that efloinement 
and diſproportion betweene our cyes and the 
 obieR:ſois there ſuch an vameaſurable d;ance 
berwixt the deepe reſolution of a Prince, and 
the ſhallow apprehenſion of common ahd ordi- 
nary People, at as they will bec cucr i#dging 
and cenſuring , ſo muſt they bee obnoxious to 
error and miſtaking. Particularly, for as much 
as,concernes my lcltc, p muſt leauc my former 
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life, 
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life, my profe/fion, mycontinuall- Preaching, my 
Karan d or is efeant inthe hands of GN 
my priuate indexours about ſome greatperſons, 
and the whole benz of my ations (whichin the 
place I liue in, canhotboecomceardd) to teltific 
vnto the world, what fauour I amlikely to im- 
porrune for the Papiſtsin point of Religion. For 
the King my aſter, I willtell you a ſtory our 
of Yelleru Paterculms. A Surucyor bragging to 
M. Linius Druſus, that hee wBuld ſo contriue his 
houſe, wt {ibera 4 _—_— immunis ab omnibus 
arbutris eſſet, thatit ſhould ſtand remooued out 
of ſight, and bee paſt all danger of peeping or 
caſe-dropping, was anſwered againe by Druſaa, 
Tu vero, ſi quid im te artis eſt , itacompone domumn 
meam, ot qui:quid agam eb omnibus enfici pole 
Nay my good friend , if youhauc'any denices 
in your heade, contriue my houſe after ſuch a 
maner, that all the world may ſee what doe 
therein. So1fT ſhould endeuour to flouriſh vp, 
ſome artificial Vault , to hide and conceale r + 
intentions of his Mazeſty , I know I ſhould re- 
cciue the ſame thaxkes that the Surueyonr did 
from M, Druſw. I was not called to Counſel, 
by his Royall Maiefty , when the reſolution of 
this c/emency to the Lay-Recuſants was firſt con- 
_ cluded: butif Thad becne asked my openion, I 
ſhould haucaduiſed it, without the leaſt he/#ta- 
tion. His Maieſly was 1o Popiſhly addifted at this 
eime, thay (to the. incredible Fabaunes of 
| Is 


his Treaſury) heewas a moſt zealous i»terced ex 
for ſome caſe and refreſhment to all the Proze- 
ftants in Europe, (his owne Dominions and Dex- 
marke only excepted.) Thoſe of Swethland (ha 
uing lately prouoked the Pole) had no other 
hope of peace, thoſe of Fraxce, of the exerciſe of 
their Re/7gion, thoſe of the Palatinate & adioy- 
ning Countrees, of the leaſt comninency to ſay their 
prajers,then by the carneſt mediation ofour gra- 
ctous Maſter. And adviiſed by the late A//emblieof 
Pariiament to inſiſt a while longerin this milkie 
way of /nterceſizon & treaty,what a prepoſterous 
argument would this haue beene to deſire theſe 
mighty Princes (armed and victorious) to grant 
- ſomeliberty and clementy to the Proteſtants, becauſe 
Himſeife lid novo impriſon, and execute the rigour 
of his lawes againjs the Ronaie-Catholchs - I fault 
deale plainely with your Zo. our viperous 
countreymen the Engliſh 7e/urts in France, to 
fruſtrate theſe pious indeauors of his Maie#ie, 
had many moneths before this favour gratited, 
retorted that argument vpon vs, by writing a 
moſt malicious booke (which I haue ſeene, and 
read ouer)to the Frexch king : inciting him and 
-the three Eſtates, to putall thoſe Statutesin ex- 
ecution againſt the Proteſtaxts inthole parts, 
which are heere enaQed and' (as they fallly in- 
formed) ſeuerelie executed vpon the Papiſts. 


I would therefore ſee the moſt ſubtill Srare- 
- 'Y, B monger 


mmger in the world chalke out a way for 
his AMeieſtie to mediate for grace and favour, 
for the Proteſtants, by executing (at this time) 
the ſexeritie of his lawes vpon the Papiſts. And 
that this favour ſhould mount to a Toleration, is 


amoſt dull (and yet a moſt diuelliſhy) miſcon- 


itrukion. A Toleration lookes forward to the 
trme to come, this favour backeward to the offen- 
ces paſt. If any Papiſt now ſetat /ibertie, (hall 
offend the lewes againe, th@uſtices may ( nay 
muſt) recommit him , and leaue favoxr and 
mercy to the King, to whom only they proper» 
ly belong. Nay let thoſe two ris direted to 
the 1udges bee as diligently. peruſed by theſe 


raſh Cenſarers, as they were by thoſe 'grame 


and /zarned men, to whom his Maieſtze referred 
the pemningof the ſame : and they-ſhallRnde, 
that theſe Papiſts are not otherwiſe: out of pri- 
ſon, then with their /back/es about their heeles, 
ſufficient /u2rt7es & good recognizannees to pre> 
ſent them(clues againe at the next Afliſes. As 
therefore that Zacedemonian appoſed the oracle 
of epello by asking his opinion of the bird 
which he grasp'tin his hand, whether he was 4- 
line or dead. SOit isa matter yet controuerted 
and vndecided, whether theſe Papi#s ( clol'd 
vp & graſped inthe hands of the law) be ſtill in 
Priſon, or at libertie. Their owne demeſaour, and 
the /acceſſe of his Maieſties negetiacions, are the 
oracles 


by 


#racles that muſt decide the fame. If the Zaie- 
Papitts doe waxe inſolent with this mercy, inſul- 
ting vpon the Proteants, and tranſlating this 
Fanonr trom the =_ to the cauſe, I am verilie 
of opinion that his cazeſtie will remaund them 
to their former ſtate and condition, and renue 
his wr/# no more, Butif they ſhall vſc theſe 
aces modeſtly by admitting coxference with 
carned Preachers demeſning of themſclues , 
neighbourly and peaRtably praying for his Ma- 
zeftie, and the proſperous ſucceſſe of his pious 
endeuours , and relieuing him bountitfullic 
(which they arc as well able to do as any other 
of his ſabieds) if he ſhall bee forced and con- 
ſtrained to take his ſword in hand:then it cannot 
bec denied,but our aſter is a Prince, that hath 
— (as one ſayd)p/us hurtianitatis pone quatn hominis, 
and will at that time leave to bee merecifult; 
when hee leaues to bee himſelfe. In the meane 
while this argument fetcht from the Dinels To- 
pickes, which concludes 4 concreto ad ab#rattum, 
from a fauor done to the Eng/iſbPapiits,that the 
King fauoureth the Popiſh Religion , is ſuch a 
- compoſition of Folly, and malice , as is little de- 
ſerued by that gratious Prince, who by word,wri- 
ting, exerciſe of Religion, Aztes of Parliament, late 
direitions for Catechiſing and Preaching, and all 
Profe/aons and indeuours in the world hath de- 


monſrated himfelfe fo reſolued a Proteſtant. 
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God by his holy fpzrit openthe eyes of the peo- 
ple, that theſe very repreſentations of vngroun- 
den phantraſies, ſet aſide, they may cleerely di- 
ſcerne and (ce, how by the goodneſle of God, 
and the wiſedome of their Kg, this 1/and (of 
all the Countries in Ewrope ) is the ſole zeſt of 
peace and true Religion. And the inhabitants 
thereof, v»h1ppy onely in this one thing, that 


. they neucrlook vp to Heaven to giue God thanks 


for ſo great a happineſſe, V? 

Laſtly, for mine owne Zetfer to the Iudges 
(which did only declare , not operate the fauour) 
it was cither miſpenned or much miſconſtrued. 
Ic recited fowre kindes of Recuſaxcies onely ca» 
pable of his Mate#tes clemency., not ſo much to 
zaclyde theſe, as to exclude many other crimes, 
bearing amongitthe Fpyts the name of Recuſan« 
cies, as v/ing the funttion of a Romiſh Prieit, ſedgu- 


| 5s the Kings liedge people from the Religion eſta« 


bliſhed, ſcandalizing & aſperſing our King,Church, 
State, our preſent gouernment. All which offences 
(being outward pradZ/ſes, and no ſecret motions 
of thejconſcience) are adiudged by the Lawes of 
England, to be merely Ciuil and Polliticall, and 
excluded by my Lezter from the benefit ofthoſe 
writts, which the bearer was imploycd to deli- 
uer vnto my Lordes the 7udges. And thus I 
haue giuen your Zo. a plaine accompt of the 


cariage of this bulineſſe, and that the more ſud- 


 denly 


denly , that your Zo. might perceiue it is no 
AureaFabula, or prepared Fable, but a bare nar. 
ration which I haue ſent vnto your Zo. I beſecch 
your Zo. to let his Mateſty know , that the Let- 
ters to the 7uſtices of the Peace, concerning thoſe 
4. heads, recommended by his XMaieſty, {hall be 
ſent away as faſt as they can bee exſcribed. I 
will trouble your Zo. no more at this time, but 


{hall reſt euer 


s 
Your Lo. ſeruant and true friend. 


From Weſtm, Coll. this 
17.07 Sept, 1623. * 


